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Amendment to the claims 

Regarding the claims: 

Please enter claim # 1 as amended below, please cancel claim # 2 without 
prejudice, and please enter claims # 3 and #4 as proposed below. Please 
examine these amended and new claims. Applicant holds that the claims as 
now filed carefully call out the invention with proper antecedent basis for 
both clarity and definiteness. Applicant respectfully traverses the 
Examiner's objection to patentability on the basis of obviousness and 
proposes that the invention as claimed is unobvious with respect to the prior 
art cited, alone or in combination. 

Amended Claim #1 

1. A pattern for constructing a binder pocket for a ring binder, for 
viewing leaves which may be held within by using a book like page turning 
operation, said binder pocket pattern , therefore a book binding pocket 
pattern, said book binding pocket pattern formed from a single sheet of 
flexible, foldable material, for making a pocket comprising a band pocket and 
at feast one opposing corner pocket, f or holding a leaf having a set of 
perimeter features including opposing top and bottom height edges and 
opposing side width edges, a predetermined height, a predetermined width, 
said leaf further comprising a margin portion along one of said width edges 
as well as a face surface for writing on, said book binding pocket comprising: 

a base panel, having a substantially rectangular shape , having 
perimeter and structural f eatures including opposing corners, opposing 
height edges, opposing width edges, said opposing width edges comprising a 
book edge and a corner binding edge, said base panel having a band portion, a 
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base portion, and at least one corner tab portion, and further having a band 
edge substantially side by side with and parallel to said book edge and 
f orming the outer most side edge of said base panel, said band having an 
inner and outer edge, where in said outer band edge is coincident with and co- 
linear with said book edge, for forming a closed outer edoe of said band 
pocket, said base panel having a predetermined base panel height, and a 
predetermined base panel width between said book edge and said opposing 
corner finding edge ,said predetermined base panel width being said pocket 
width, 

said base panel [further] having a book binding structure formed along 
said book edge wherein, said book binding structure comprises a band pocket 
formed on said book edoe , s aid band pocket having dimensions including a 
predetermined height and a predetermined width said predetermined width 
substantially comprised of the sum of a binding region [of said book binding 
structure] and a margin portion: 

where in t he width of the margin portion is substantially the width of 
the margin portion of a leaf to be held within , said predetermined height 
substantially spanning said [book edael oredetermined base panel height , for 
holding said margin portion of said leaf thereunder; 

and where in said binding region is longitudinally co-linear with said book 
edge and has a width substantially the difference between said base panel 
width and said predetermined width of a leaf to be held within said book 
binding pocket, which predeterm ined leaf width is less than said base panel 
width, sai d binding region being comprised of symmetrical portions a first 
portion in said band portion of said base panel and a se cond portion in sard 
base portion of said base panel on either si de of said book edoe. said each 
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portion having a plurality of symmetrically opposing holes therein which holes 
align each one with the other when folded over and coincident one with each 
symmetrically opposing other o ne, for engaging a ring for holding said book 
binding pocket in a ring binder of which it may become a p art. 

said band [being closed along three sides and] further having perimeter 
features including opposing top and bottom ends, [a top tab portion attached 
at said top end, a bottom tab portion attached at said bottom end], and 
opposing inner and outer edges, wherein said inner edge is coterminous with 
said base panel book edge for forming one closed side of said book binding 
structure, said base panel being further comprise d of a set of opposing tabs 
formed along a portion of said base panel top and botto m edges and forming 
an integral part of said book binding structur e, where in said too tab is for 
attaching said base panel to said top band edge and said bottom tab is for 
attaching said base panel to said bottom band edge for forming said band 
pocket of said book binding structure and for securing the second and third 
closed edges of said band pocket [pa i d band boing attached to said base 
panel a l ong a first ootcrm i nouo odgo formod by oa i d book edge of oa i d baoo 
pane l and oaid outer odgo of oa i d band, oa i d band further bo i ng attached to 
oa i d baoo pano l along oaid top ond and oa i d bottom ond whcro i n oaid top tab 
io attac hed to oa i d baoo pano l and oa i d bottom tab i o attached to oaid ba se 
pano l thoroby form i ng a band o l oood on throe o i doo , oa i d throo closed sides 
of oaid band being formed by oaid f i rot ootorm i nouo edge, and said two tab 
c l oouroo whcro oa i d band io ottoohcd to oa i d baoo pane l a l ong oa i d top ond 
and oaid bottom of oaid band and oa i d bottom end of oa i d baoo panol by 
moono of oa i d top and oa i d bottom tab port i ono, whoro Ga i d top band end i o 
permanent l y — attaohod by oa i d top tab structure to oa i d baoo panel, oa i d 
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attachment forming g pormanont cloouro bctwoon paid baoo panel and said 
band top ond and further, sa i d band is pormanont l y attached at sa i d bottom 
end by moano of oaid bottom tab structure, oa i d attachment form i ng a 
permanent o l oouro between oaid baoo pane l and oaid band bottom end.) such 
that when said band is folded over for form ing said band pocket, said top tab 
permanently attach es said top band edge to said top base panel edge and 
said bottom tab permanently attaches said bottom band edge to said bottom 
base panel edge, thereby [f or] forming a first enclosed baogLpocket between 
said band and said base panel, said first enclosed pocket so formed being 
open along said inner edge of said band and compri sing a non-interfering 
binding region for allowing said pocket to be held in a ring binder bv a ring 
which mav be attached throug h said symmetrically opposing holes, while at 
the same time holding any leaf which may be inserted there in. such that 
when sai d pocket is attached to a ring and said leaf is inserted therein, said 
leaf is held at said band pocket end without said leaf, itself, being attached 
to said ring, [and wherein, oaid first cncloood pocket further comprises a 
bind i ng reg i on oomprio i ng a plurality of ho l oo set o predetermined distance 
from sa i d book edge, oaid p l urality of ho l es furthor be i ng placed a 
predetermined d i otanoc from oaid cornor pookot edge, ouch that when a l eaf 
i s placed i n oa i d book b i nd i ng pocket with a f i rst edge of oaid l eaf 
substantia ll y coterm i nous w i th said corner pocket edge, oaid predetermined 
d i stance of oa i d p l ura li ty of ho l oo from oaid corner pookot edge i o greater 
than oaid predetermined w i dth of said l oaf for ho l ding, ooid book b i nd i ng 
pocket furthor compr i sing], 

said at le ast one corner tab portion for forming at least one of a top 
and aJ>ottom corner pocket[s] said each of said top and bottom corner 
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pockets f ormed on adjoining corners of said base panel along said corner 
pocket edge, said at least o ne corner tab portion having perimeter features 
including three edges wherein pncluding] two of said three edges are adjacent 
edges attached to said base panel at one of said comer pocket ends, said 
each of said two adjacent edges having dual overlapping portions for forming 
a corner pocket such that w hen said one of said dual overlapping portions is 
permanently attached to said other of said dual overlapping portions, a 
corner pocket is formed ther eunder.said corner pocket having [and] an open 
lip edge [there between] for [forming] receiving a corner of a leaf to be held 
thereunder when a leaf is place d into said book binding pocket, each corner 
pocket when formed being closed along said two adjacent edges and open 
along said open lip edge, 

such that when said book binding pocket is formed by folding over and 
attaching said top tab from sai d too band to said top base panel . said 
bottom tab from said bottom band to said bottom ba se panel, and by 
attaching at least one set of said dual c orner tabs of said at least one 
corner pocket one to the other, and when s aid book binding pocket so formed 
is held by one or more rings engaged in s aid binding region, and further 
[saidjajeaf [for holding in said book binding pocket] is inserted [therein]in 
said book binding pocket with the margin portion of said leaf inserted under 
said band pocket, and at least one corn er of said leaf inserted under said one 
of said each of said corner pockets for holding, [with the edge of said leaf 
opposing said margin edge of said leaf, tucked into at least one of said 
corner pockets, with said leaf edge opposing said leaf margin edge 
substantially adjacent said corner pocket edge,] said leaf margin edge is 
contained under said band portion of s aid band pocket, w ith said plurality of 
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holes remaining unobstructed by said margin edge of said leaf, [said plurality 
of holes thereby permitting attachment there through to a host ring,] such 
that said leaf when so attached, has secure entry in said book binding pocket 
within said book binding structure and at least one of said corner pockets, 
with said leaf face surface substantially exposed and accessible for direct 
writing, and when said at le ast one corner is released from said corner 
pocket, f or turning as a page in a book [from the edge opposing the leaf 
margin edge when such edge is relieved from said corner pocket.] said band 
pocket retaining said margin portion of s aid leaf with uniform pressure along 
said full margin portion, and further readily permitting [f or] continuous 
shuffling and reshuffling of one leaf below the next into the book binding 
pocket without having to open the rings [of a binder] when said booking 
binding pocket is so [contained by a ringed binder through its plurality of 
holesl engaged with at least one said ring . 

Please add new Claims #3 and #4 as provided below: 

3. A binder pocket for a ring binder, for viewing leaves which may 
be held within by using a book like page turning operation, said binder pocket, 
therefore a book binding pocket, said book binding pocket formed from a 
single sheet of flexible, foldable paperboard material, for making a pocket 
comprising a band pocket and at least one opposing corner pocket, for 
holding a leaf having a set of perimeter features including opposing top and 
bottom height edges and opposing side width edges, a predetermined height, 
a predetermined width, said leaf further comprising a margin portion along 
one of said width edges as well as a face surface for writing on, said book 
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binding pocket comprising: 

a base panel, having a substantially rectangular shape, having 
perimeter and structural features including opposing corners, opposing 
height edges, opposing width edges, sard opposing width edges comprising a 
book edge and a corner binding edge, said base panel having a band portion 
and a base portion, and further having a band edge substantially side by side 
with and parallel to said book edge and forming the outer most side edge of 
said base panel, said band having an inner and outer edge, where in said outer 
band edge is coincident with and co-linear with said book edge, for forming a 
closed outer edge of said band pocket, said base panel having a 
predetermined base panel height, and a predetermined base panel width 
between said book edge and said opposing corner binding edge ,said 
predetermined base panel width being said pocket width, 

said base panel having a book binding structure formed along said book 
edge wherein, said book binding structure comprises a band pocket formed 
on said book edge , said band pocket having dimensions including a' 
predetermined height and a predetermined width said predetermined width 
substantially comprised of the sum of a binding region and a margin portion; 

where in the width of the margin portion is substantially the width of 
the margin portion of a leaf to be held within , said predetermined height 
substantially spanning said predetermined base panel height, for holding said 
margin portion of said leaf thereunder; 

and where in said binding region is longitudinally co-linear with sard book 
edge and has a width substantially the difference between said base panel 
width and said predetermined width of a leaf to be held within said book 
binding pocket, which predetermined leaf width is less than said base panel 
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width, said binding region being comprised of symmetrical portions a first 
portion in said band portion of said base panel and a second portion in said 
base portion of said base panel on either side of said book edge, said each 
portion having a plurality of symmetrically opposing holes therein which holes 
align each one with the other when folded over and coincident one with each 
symmetrically opposing other one, for engaging a ring for holding said book 
binding pocket in a ring binder of which it may become a part, 

said band further having perimeter features including opposing top and 
bottom ends, and opposing inner and outer edges, wherein said inner edge is 
coterminous with said base panel book edge for forming one closed side of 
said book binding structure, said base panel being further comprised of a set 
of opposing tabs formed along a portion of said base panel top and bottom 
edges and forming an integral part of said book binding structure, where in 
said band is folded over and attached to the base panel such that said top 
tab is permanently and adhesively attached from said base panel to said top 
band edge and said bottom tab is permanently and adhesively attached from 
said base panel to said bottom band edge for forming said band pocket of 
said book binding structure and for securing the second and third closed 
edges of said band pocket, thereby forming a first enclosed band pocket 
between said band and said base panel, said first enclosed pocket so formed 
being open along said inner edge of said band and comprising a non- 
interfering binding region for allowing said pocket to be held in a ring binder 
by a ring which may be attached through said symmetrically opposing holes, 
while at the same time holding any leaf which may be inserted there in, such 
that when said pocket is attached to a ring and said leaf is inserted therein, 
said leaf is held at said band pocket end without said leaf, itself, being 
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attached to said ring, 

said book binding pocket further having at least one of a top and a 
bottom corner pocket said each of said top and bottom corner pocket 
formed on adjoining corners of said base panel along said corner pocket edge, 
said each of said at least one of said top and bottom corner pockets having 
perimeter features including three edges wherein two of said three edges 
are adjacent edges attached to said base panel, said each of said two 
adjacent edges having dual overlapping tab portions for forming a corner 
pocket where in said dual overlapping tab portions are folded over one on top 
of the other and permanently attached by adhesive with said one of said dual 
overlapping tab portions being permanently attached to said other of said 
dual overlapping tab portions, such that a corner pocket is formed 
thereunder,said corner pocket having an open lip edge for receiving a 
corner of a leaf to be held thereunder when a leaf is placed into said book 
binding pocket, each corner pocket when formed being closed along said two 
adjacent edges and open along said open lip edge, 

such that when said book binding pocket is thus formed by folding over 
and attaching said top tab from said top band to said top base panel , said 
bottom tab from said bottom band to said bottom base panel, and by 
attaching at least one set of said dual corner tabs of said at least one 
corner pocket one to the other, and when said book binding pocket so formed 
is held by one or more rings engaged in said binding region, and further a leaf 
is inserted in said book binding pocket with the margin portion of said leaf 
inserted under said band pocket, and at least one corner of said leaf inserted 
under said one of said each of said corner pockets for holding, said leaf 
margin edge is contained under said band portion of said band pocket, with 
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said plurality of holes remaining unobstructed by said margin edge of said 
leaf, such that said leaf when so attached, has secure entry in said book 
binding pocket within said book binding structure and at least one of said 
corner pockets, with said leaf face surface substantially exposed and 
accessible for direct writing, and when said at least one corner is released 
from said corner pocket, for turning as a page in a book said band pocket 
retaining said margin portion of said leaf With uniform pressure along said 
full margin portion, and further readily permitting continuous shuffling and 
reshuffling of one leaf below the next into the book binding pocket without 
having to open the rings when said booking binding pocket is so engaged with 
at least one said ring. 

4. A binder pocket for a ring binder, for viewing leaves which may 
be held within by using a book like page turning operation, said binder pocket, 
therefore a book binding pocket, said book binding pocket formed from a 
single sheet of flexible, foldable poly plastic material, for making a pocket 
comprising a band pocket and at least one opposing corner pocket, for 
holding a leaf having a set of perimeter features including opposing top and 
bottom height edges and opposing side width edges, a predetermined height, 
a predetermined width, said leaf further comprising a margin portion along 
one of said width edges as well as a face surface for writing on, said book 
binding pocket comprising: 

a base panel, having a substantially rectangular shape, having 
perimeter and structural features including opposing corners, opposing 
height edges, opposing width edges, said opposing width edges comprising a 
book edge and a corner binding edge, said base panel having a band portion 

19 



PACE 10/30 • RCVD AT 212212004 10:17:23 AM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EPXRF-1/3 * DN1S:8729302 • CSID: 5084 800277 ■ DURATION tmm-sa): 10-26 



Feb 23 04 10:23a Product i veEnv i ronments In 5084609277 



P 



and a base portion, and further having a band edge substantially side by side 
with and parallel to said book edge and forming the outer most side edge of 
said base panel, said band having an inner and outer edge, where in said outer 
band edge is coincident with and co-linear with said book edge, for forming a 
closed outer edge of said band pocket, said base panel having a 
predetermined base panel height, and a predetermined base panel width 
between said book edge and said opposing corner binding edge ,said 
predetermined base panel width being said pocket width, 

said base panel having a book binding structure formed along said book 
edge wherein, said book binding structure comprises a band pocket formed 
on said book edge , said band pocket having dimensions including a 
predetermined height and a predetermined width said predetermined width 
substantially comprised of the sum of a binding region and a margin portion; 

where in the width of the margin portion is substantially the width of 
the margin portion of a leaf to be held within , said predetermined height 
substantially spanning said predetermined base panel height, for holding said 
margin portion of said leaf thereunder; 

and where in said binding region is longitudinally co-linear with said book 
edge and has a width substantially the difference between said base panel 
width and said predetermined width of a leaf to be held within said book 
binding pocket, which predetermined leaf width is less than said base panel 
width, said binding region being comprised of symmetrical portions a first 
portion in said band portion of said base panel and a second portion in said 
base portion of said base panel on either side of said book edge, said each 
portion having a plurality of symmetrically opposing holes therein which holes 
align each one with the other when folded over and coincident one with each 
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symmetrically opposing other one, for engaging a ring for holding said book 
binding pocket in a ring binder of which it may become a part, 

said band further having perimeter features including opposing top and 
bottom ends, and opposing inner and outer edges, wherein said inner edge is 
coterminous with said base panel book edge for forming one closed side of 
said book binding structure, said base panel being further comprised of a set 
of opposing tabs formed along a portion of said base panel top and bottom 
edges and forming an integral part of said book binding structure, where in 
said band is folded over and attached to the base panel such that said top 
tab is permanently bonded from said base panel to said top band edge and 
said bottom tab is permanently bonded from said base panel to said bottom 
band edge for forming said band pocket of said book binding structure and 
for securing the second and third closed edges of said band pocket, thereby 
forming a first enclosed band pocket between said band and said base panel, 
said first enclosed pocket so formed being open along said inner edge of said 
band and comprising a non-interfering binding region for allowing said pocket 
to be held in a ring binder by a ring which may be attached through said 
symmetrically opposing holes, while at the same time holding any leaf which 
may be inserted there in, such that when said pocket is attached to a ring 
and said leaf is inserted therein, said leaf is held at said band pocket end 
without said leaf, itself, being attached to said ring, 

said book binding pocket further having at least one of a top and a 
bottom corner pocket said each of said top and bottom corner pocket 
formed on adjoining corners of said base panel along said corner pocket edge, 
said each of said at least one of said top and bottom corner pockets having 
perimeter features including three edges wherein two of said three edges 
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are adjacent edges attached to said base panel, said each of said two 
adjacent edges having dual overlapping tab portions for forming a corner 
pocket where in said dual overlapping tab portions are folded over one on top 
of the other and permanently attached by adhesive with said one of said dual 
overlapping tab portions being permanently attached to said other of said 
dual overlapping tab portions, such that a corner pocket is formed 
thereunder,said corner pocket having an open lip edge for receiving a 
corner of a leaf to be held thereunder when a leaf is placed into said book 
binding pocket, each corner pocket when formed being closed along said two 
adjacent edges and open along said open lip edge, 

such that when said book binding pocket is thus formed by folding over 
and attaching said top tab from said top band to said top base panel , said 
bottom tab from said bottom band to said bottom base panel, and by 
attaching at least one set of said dual corner tabs of said at least one 
corner pocket one to the other, and when said book binding pocket so formed 
is held by one or more rings engaged in said binding region, and further a leaf 
is inserted in said book binding pocket with the margin portion of said leaf 
inserted under said band pocket, and at least one corner of said leaf inserted 
under said one of said each of said comer pockets for holding, said leaf 
margin edge is contained under said band portion of said band pocket, with 
said plurality of holes remaining unobstructed by said margin edge of said 
leaf, such that said leaf when so attached, has secure entry in said book 
binding pocket within said book binding structure and at least one of said 
corner pockets, with said leaf face surface substantially exposed and 
accessible for direct writing, and when said at least one corner is released 
from said corner pocket, for turning as a page in a book said band pocket 
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retaining said margin portion of said leaf with uniform pressure along said 
full margin portion, and further readily permitting continuous shuffling and 
reshuffling of one leaf below the next into the book binding pocket without 
having to open the rings when said booking binding pocket is so engaged with 
at least one said ring. 
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